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TIKVA CHILDREN’S HOME INTERNATIONAL MISSION 2017
At Tikva Children’s Home in Odessa Ukraine, we are engaged
tirelessly for over 20 years in the work of tikkun olam (repairing
the world). Remembering the Jewish tradition that each person
is an entire world, we strive to make a difference in each young
life that we rescue from poverty, abuse or abandonment.
This most recent mission to Odessa, we were joined by our
international community of friends from the UK, South Africa,
Israel and the USA to witness and experience the love and
caring that is Tikva during the holiday of Sukkot. It was here
that over 1000 people strong got to meet, some for the first
time, the children who we support and see a glimpse of the
Jewish community of Odessa which is enriched and enlivened
by our services, our programs, and the compassion of our
donors who make it all possible.

This mission served as a life-changing moment that inspired
true understanding first hand of the impact that every
individual has in making a remarkable difference in the lives of
these Jewish children, the community in which they all live and
ultimately the continuation of the Jewish people.
Nothing says it better than the photos of the faces of our
children and the lives they touched never to be forgotten.
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On naming the Infants Home...
Excerpts from the Speech from Anna Schimmel
“Today is a very special day for our family, we are naming the Infants Home with the name
of my dear parents, our children’s adored grandparents. How suitable, for they loved
helping and looking after anyone who was in need, and particularly after children. Their
home and their heart were always open even in the hard years they spent in Russia during
the war. Their kindness and steadfastedness in upholding their Jewish values remains a
lasting legacy for our family. I hope that spirit will also inspire the children of the Home.
I hear the Infants Home we are naming is part of the building which has been named in
honor of Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein and his lovely wife, nothing could please us more as we are
great admirers of the truly magnificent work they do in Israel for our fellow Jews.
So lovely to be here again. Thank you Refael and everyone for having arranged this fun holiday outing for all of us who love
the Tikva kids. Such a shame that Harry could not come with us. He was the first of our family to be impressed by the wonderful work being done here by Rabbi Baksht, Refael and their amazing staff, and involve us all in Tikva.
When we look around us and see the lively, well cared for infants, the energetic, optimistic youngsters, the positive and
active members of the Odessa community, we are just grateful to Tikva, and shudder at the thought of what might have
been if Tikva had not been. What a contrast between the desolation of 20 years ago and the thriving community of now.”

