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Tikva Celebrates  
the Schimmel Family
This past August, Tikva was honored to celebrate the 
Bar Mitzvah of Amee Schimmel, son of Jacky and Vered 
Schimmel of London. 
Mr. Chaim (Harry) and Mrs. Anna Schimmel and family were 
the first supporters of Tikva in London. They have continued 
to be enormously supportive of all our efforts since that time. 
In fact,this is the fifth Bar Mitzvah (besides one Bat Mitzvah) 
which the Schimmels have chosen to celebrate and share with 
the children of Tikva in Odessa. 
The Great Choral Synagogue was the backdrop for this 
wonderful occasion and during the Bar Mitzvah weekend, 
the synagogue was renamed especially for this occasion. The 
synagogue will now be recognized by its new name - Bet 
Knesset Binyamin Yedid Hashem dedicated to the life and 
memory of Mr. Chaim Schimmel’s late father OB”M. 
A surprise guest joined the group celebrating the Bar Mitzvah to heighten 
the excitement of the occasion. The famous Jewish Hassidic singer, 
Mordechai Ben David Werdyger joined in the festivities and performed at 
a special concert for Tikva children and students after Shabbat. 
Tikva was most honored to host this celebration and we say a hearty 
Mazel Tov to the entire Schimmel family!

From all of us at Tikva  
  Best wishes for a happy  
   and healthy New Year!



Women’s Leadership Program  

This is a new program designed to encourage 
group discussions about leadership roles for 
women in the community and how, as women, 
they play a vital role in the revival of Jewish 
traditions. The program, a year in preparation, is 
led by Rabbi Jacob Tipograf who is a specialist in 
the topic of leadership training.

UPDATE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends of Tikva,
Here’s the latest news bringing you up to date on what else has happened at Tikva in 
Odessa with your support. 

Back to School  
They’re back! Ready 
to learn and expand 
their horizons..
pictures say it all. 
We launch our Tikva 
children into another 
year of learning and 
growing to achieve 
their full potential. 
Mazel tov to our 
teachers and Tikva 
Odessa leadership 
who show the way!

Summer Camp Great season with an emphasis on camp fun - swimming,arts & crafts, new sport 
opportunities like tennis & self defense but the main goal was to strengthen language skills in English and 
Hebrew. Over 600 children enjoyed a summer to remember because of your belief in what we do at Tikva.



Maximizing English Instruction  
in Tikva’s Classroom
The Helen Doron Nursery Program was launched this 
past September to enrich Tikva’s high quality educational 
curriculum by implementing new proven techniques for 
teaching English as a second language.

Instead of focusing only on reading and writing, children 
were encouraged to focus on speaking and understanding, 
just as they did when they started learning their native 
Ukrainian as toddlers. The program puts special emphasis 
on learning English through stories, songs and rhymes 
which is fun and boosts enthusiasm and creativity.

Founded 30 years ago, British linguist and educator 
Helen Doron revolutionized teaching English as a foreign 
language to young people by developing a method 
that imitates the way in which babies learn their mother 
tongue. To date, nearly 2 million children have successfully 
benefited from this method of teaching. Helen Doron 
English teachers receive intensive training in the proven 
method for teaching English to children. Once qualified, 
they join a worldwide network of elite Helen Doron English 
teachers dedicated to making a positive difference in the 
education of their pupils.

The young child’s brain is primed to learn and it has been 
proven that early years are vital to a child’s development. 
At this critical stage of development, we at Tikva wanted 
to give our children this tested form of education to learn 
English easily and naturally, enabling them to grow and 
thrive in their environment with the tools for a successful 
future.

In addition to the initial 100 students enrolled in this 
program, 12 selected teachers are part of an intensive 
training module so they can implement the program as 
well.

This project, thanks to you, our generous donors, has 
enabled Tikva to enhance our well established and 

high quality curriculum for our nursery children with 
complimentary English curriculum courses from the Helen 
Doron Nursery Program. 

The main aim of the program is multi-fold:

1. Encourage children to learn through songs, play,  
stories and rhymes using interactive and immersive 
methods.

2. Boost the children’s educational achievements and 
future opportunities.

3. Increase the children’s employment viability as young 
adults.

4. Increase the professionalism and skill set of our Tikva 
teachers.

Progress to date with this innovative program has been 

very encouraging and we want to expand it further!

One English teacher at the Kindergarten remarked:  “I’ve 
been teaching as a HDKG teacher only for 7 months but 
I noticed that the children have became more social, 
open-minded and creative. They have better memory 
capacity and focus which has been a big improvement. In 
the beginning some of them even could not speak well in 
Russian, but now they can chat in English. Children like to 
study new words, to do arts and crafts together with me 
and also sing songs in English with movements. They easily 
remember new material and are eager to learn something 
new every day. I am sure that our program helps children 
not only to study English, but also to develop themselves 
as personalities, to help them work better as a team and 
socialize.”

Thanks to all those donors who help support this program. 
We have a multi-year commitment to expand the program 
to other grade levels as well. Extra special thanks to Tom 
Leydiker for his continued leadership support. 
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Yasher Koach to Alex Maydan
Tikva Children’s Home wants to thank a new 
supporter of our efforts - Mr. Alex Maydan. Alex 
hails from Lvov in the Western Ukraine originally and 
enjoyed a wonderful upbringing with opportunities 
that supported his ambitions.

His reasons for giving 
his financial support 
to Tikva are multifold. 
Alex said that he was 
dismayed to learn that 
life in Odessa, and in 
Ukraine as a whole for 
many Jewish children 
was so harsh and life 
threatening.

He was determined 
to make a difference. 
His sense is that 
he would like to 
extend his good 
fortune to others less 
fortunate and make 
sure they have every 
opportunity to thrive.

We welcome Alex 
to the Tikva family 
and appreciate his 
generosity.

Donate at 
www.tikvaodessa.org


